DEC. 5]                              ST SABAS, A.

for the celebration of the divine mysteries. Certain factious spirits in the
community formed a schism against their holy abbot and accused him to
Sallust, then lately made Bishop of Jerusalem. The prelate found their
invectives groundless, except that the want of a priest was a real defect in
the community. He therefore compelled Sabas to receive that sacred
character at his hands. The abbot was then fifty-three years old. The
reputation of his sanctity drew persons from very remote countries to his
laura. After the death of the saint's father, his mother came to him and
served God under his direction. With the money which she brought he
built two hospitals, one for strangers and another for the sick; also an
hospital at Jericho, and a monastery on a neighbouring hill called Castel;
and another small one, a mile distant, for the young, where they learned
the psalter and religious exercises. When they were perfect in these and
ripe in years, he translated them to the house of Castel and drew out of
this nursery those that were most perfect into his laura. Sallust, Patriarch
of Jerusalem, established St Sabas exarch or superior-general over all the
monks of Palestine, who lived in several cells, and St Theodosius over all
who lived in community, or the Cenobites. St Sabas, after the example
of St Euthymius, left his disciples every year after the octave of the
Epiphany, and passed the whole Lent without being seen by anyone,
eating nothing all that time, except that he received the holy eucharist
every Saturday and Sunday, which he always took with him for that purpose.
The patriarch Sallust dying in 493, the rebellious monks above-mentioned
went to his successor Elias, hoping that he would hear their complaints.
Sabas was informed of their cabals, and not to be an occasion of others'
malice, withdrew himself privately saying, that we must resist the devils,
but yield to men for the sake of peace.

He went into the desert of Scythopolis, near the river Gadara, where he
went into a great cave to pray. It happened to be the den of a huge lion.
At midnight the beast came in and finding this guest, dared not touch
him, but taking him gently by his garments, plucked him as if it had been
to draw him out The saint was no ways affrighted or troubled, but began
leisurely and with much devotion to recite aloud the midnight psalms.
The lion went out, and when the holy man had finished matins, came in
again and pulled him by the skirts of his clothes as he had done before.
The saint spoke to the beast and said, the place was big enough to hold
them both. The lion at those words departed, and returned thither fco
more. Certain thieves found St Sabas in his cave, and were so moved by
his example and discourses, that they all embraced a penitential life. Many
persons here again put themselves under his conduct, but finding himself
distracted by their direction and by a number of visitants who resorted
thither, he abandoned his cell te them and this place grew into a monastery.
He enjoyed the sweetness of perfect solitude some time when, moved